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Powers. Rosebery had cautiously inquired what would be the
attitude of Italy and Germany in the event of a war between Great
Britain and France, and the answers were on the whole encouraging.
The Germans were sure that the Italians would have to intervene at
once if war broke out, and in regard to their own position they
thought that " from the point of view of domestic politics, a war
would not be undesirable if supported by public opinion. From the
military point of view it is just as good now as later." But on one
point they were firm. There must be no pledge to Britain, unless
she were ready to bind herself by treaty to the Triple Alliance. Rose-
bery had somewhat impulsively asked the Queen to convey to the
Kaiser, who was then staying at Cowes, a telegram giving an alarming
account of the gunboat incident, and it was handed to him (if we
may believe his own account) on board his yacht by a " deathly
pale private secretary " at midnight. According to one of his en-
tourage, it threw him into a high state of excitement. He saw at
once in imagination a great encounter in. which France would be
disposed of, and Britain compelled to link her fortunes with those
of the Triple Alliance. He was correspondingly disappointed when
this vision faded in the cool daylight of the next morning, and he
now drew the conclusion that the British Government had knuckled
under to the French. The truth was that while Cabinet and Parlia-
ment would have supported Rosebery in refusing a French demand
for the withdrawal of the gunboats, both extremely disliked the idea
of a war on any remote question, and the anti-Imperialists more than
ever drew the moral that it was necessary to avoid spirited policies
and foreign entanglements.
A month later Rosebery issued a warning to the Admiralty and
War Office that the autumn would be stormy. There was a wide-
spread belief in these months that Russia intended to settle the Straits
question by forcing the Bosphorus and Dardanelles with her warships
and presenting herself in the Mediterranean as a Naval Power. It
was probably a German canard, for France and Russia at this time
were engaged in the delicate negotiations which led up to the Dual
Alliance, which was signed on January 4,1894, and it was improbable
that Russia would choose this moment to take a step which conflicted
with French as well as with traditional British policy.
66